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W ALE S. 

OLD CYMMRODORION SOCIETY.— The following form 
a continuation of the " general heads of subjects" selected for 
examination and discussion by the original Society of Cymmrodo- 
rion : and to the investigation of which recent circumstances may 
be supposed to have communicated, in the present 'day, an addi- 
tional interest. Many useful hints, as before mentioned, may 
also be taken from them by the patriotic societies now established 
in Wales. %* 

POETRY AND THE WELSH LANGUAGE. 

1. Of the most ancient British poetical writers, — proof of the 
genuineness of their works, — and of the antiquity of Poetry 
among the Britons. 

2. Of the Druids and Bards in Gaul and Britain. 

3. Of the most ancient kind of heroic verse used by the Bri- 
tons, now called Englyn Milwr, and of the lyric verse Triban, 
being of the same original. 

4. Of the present twenty-four measures in the Welsh poetry 
and about what time they were instituted : and of the affinity be- 
tween them and the twenty-four measures in the ancient Welsh 
music. 

5. Of the Congresses of the Bards. 

6. Of the Secret [Cyfrinacli] of the Bards. 

7. Of the Decline of Welsh Poetry on the death of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, not one poem having been well written since till the pre- 
sent age *, — with a guess at the reason of it. 

8. Of a comparison between Dr. Davies and Mr. Edward 
Llwyd as Dictionary and Grammar writers, and how each of them 
excelled in his way, — with their characters. 

9. Of the character of Humphrey Llwyd the Antiquary. 

10. Of Robert Vaughan ofHengwrtthe Antiquary, and of his 
valuable Collection of Welsh MSS. in Poetry, History, Genea- 
logy, &c. 

11. Of the valuable Welsh MSS. in Llanvorda, Llanerch, and 
Mostyn Libraries; also of those in the possession of the Duke of 
Ancaster, Earl of Macclesfield, Sir Thomas Sebright, Bart., or in 
whatever other hands they may be. 

* nil. 
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12. Some old Welsh Pennillion set to the ancient Music, with 
a prose translation in English, or a verse translation, if it can be 
procured. 

13. Of the similitude between the Welsh tongue and the 
Eastern languages. 

14. Of the softness of the Welsh tongue as well a< its rough- 
ness, and of verses in this language composed of vowels only*. 

15. Of Dean Swift's complaint, that the English is too full of 
monosyllables, and of Erasmus's observation on the same head. 

16. Of the excellent song-writer Huw Morust. 

17. An enumeration of some of the most noted Welsh Poets, 
Davydd ab Gwilym, Lewis Glyn Cothi, Iolo Gocli, &c. with 
their characters, and some of their works occasionally printed 
with notes and translations!. 

18. Some Welsh Poems of the present age to be published 
with notes. 

19. Of the great affinity between the Welsh and Irish Lan- 
guages and between the customs of the two nations: and of some 
strange language mixed with the Irish, and what it is §. 

20. That the Irish are a colony from the first inhabitants of 
Britain, proved from the names of mountains, lakes, and cytiau 
Gwyddelod in Wales. 

21. Of the Welsh words, Porthmon, llwsmon, Allmon, &c. 
had from the Teutons. 

22. Of the Translation and different Impressions of the Welsh 
Bible. 

* These two " heads" will necessarily come under discussion in the In- 
quiry into the Welsh Language, which has been commenced in this Work. 
Singular as the fact, alluded to at the close of the latter " head," may ap- 
pear, it is capable of being fully established. Indeed some instances of it 
may be seen in the Essay on the Welsh Language, in the 3d volume ol the 
Cambrian Kegister, quoted in a preceding page ; and Mr. Jones in his 
*' Kelics of the Bards" lias inserted an Epigram on a Spider of funr thus, 
in which there is not one consonant. F.o. 

t The Kev. Walter Davics is about to do ample justice to this subject. 
See Cambro-Britom, No. 6, p. 239. Ed. 

X A complete Edition of the Poems of Davydd ab Gwilym has since been 
published by the late Mr. Owen Jones, with an interesting English Preface 
by Mr, W. O. Pughe. Ed. 

§ Col. Vallancey, in his " Essay on the Antiquity of the Irish Language," 
conceives this to be the Phoenician, and this again he affirms te be the same 
with the ancient. Punic, of which wc have now scarcely a vestige. And the 
liish historians assert, that their language was anciently called Searta Fen, 
or the Phoenician Dialed. — !:d. * 
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23. Of Welsh Grammars and Dictionaries. 

24. Of Welsh printed books in general. 

WELSH CUSTOMS AND MANNERS. 

1 . Of the similitude between the Welsh customs and the Gre- 
cian, and of the British Chariots of War mentioned by Csesar. 

2. Of surnames iu Wales, and of what standing; and of the 
ancient method of Pedigrees like the Eastern nations. 

3. Of the Tifteen Tribes of North Wales; and why the 
Writers of Genealogies in later times thought it sufficient to de- 
rive any family from those Tribes*. 

4. Of the particular method and custom of singing with the 
harp, and of the Crwth, a Welsh musical instrument. 

5. Of the ferocity of the English formerly to strangers, and of 
Mr. Lambard's observation, that seems to point out the cause 
why the Welsh and English were not sooner incorporated. 

6. Of the hot passions of the Welsh ; and whether there be 
any foundation in nature for that common expression, " His 
Welsh blood is up." 

7. Of some remains of Druidical Customs, &c. among the 
Welsh. 

8. Of the Atcen, and the fondness of the Welsh for Poetry 
and Antiquities. 

9. Of the long lives and most common diseases of the Welsh. 

10. Of the present State of Religion in Wales, and of the cir- 
culating Welsh Charity Schoolsf. 

GWYNEDDIGION SOCIETY.— This Society has, by pub- 
lic advertisement, appointed its Eisteddfod for the present year 
to take place at St. Asaph, on Thursday the 21st of September 
next. The subject, proposed for poetical competition on this 
occasion, is the " Reign of George the Third" (Teyrmalad 
Sior III.), and the writer of the best Awdl will be entitled to the 
customary premium of a Silver Medal. The most successful 
singer with the Welsh Harp will also receive a Silver Cup, as an 
acknowlegement of his merit. — The following extract, for which 
alone there is room, from the Gwyneddigion Prize-Poem for the 
last year is here transcribed agreeably with the intention ex- 
pressed in the last Number, although it may not be the most fa- 

* For an account of these Tribes see the Cambrian Register, vol. i. 
p. 145. — Kd. 

t This stems to have reference to some custom no longer in existence. Ed. 



